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LEAVE NO TRACE, ARIZONA OFFICE OF TOURISM  
CREATE SUSTAINABLE TOURISM PARTNERSHIP  

 
June 16, 2020 (PHOENIX, AZ): The Arizona Office of Tourism and the Leave No Trace Center for 
Outdoor Ethics have forged a partnership to promote sustainable tourism practices across Arizona’s 
spectacular landscapes and unique destinations, which are enjoyed by millions of residents and 
visitors every year. The new agreement makes Arizona the second state in the U.S. to form a 
partnership with Leave No Trace. 
 
People form lasting connections with nature when they understand how to protect it, according to 
Leave No Trace research. The partnership will build a program that ensures both visitors and 
residents are equipped with Leave No Trace environmental and sustainability information and skills to 
use when they enjoy Arizona’s iconic natural features.  
 

 
 
Leave No Trace research also shows the ideal opportunity for influencing visitors’ attitudes and 
behaviors around sustainable tourism practices occurs during the trip planning phase. Through this 
partnership, AOT and Leave No Trace will work to provide Arizona-specific sustainable tourism 
guidelines to in-state and out-of-state travelers before they arrive and during their stay in Arizona. 
 
"It is a natural fit for the Arizona Office of Tourism to partner with a premier responsible tourism 
organization like Leave No Trace," said Debbie Johnson, director of the Arizona Office of Tourism. 
"We're both dedicated to ensuring the health and longevity of all the destinations and natural features 
that make our state spectacular and attract millions of visitors each year."    
 
“Leave No Trace looks forward to working alongside the Arizona Office of Tourism to ensure that all 
visitors to the state of Arizona are informed on how to protect the vital natural resources,” according 
to Dana Watts, executive director of the Leave No Trace Center. “Our partnership is an important 
step towards greater awareness of and enthusiasm to care for Arizona lands for visitors and locals 
alike.” 

https://tourism.az.gov/
https://lnt.org/
https://lnt.org/
https://tourism.az.gov/leavenotrace/
https://tourism.az.gov/leavenotrace/


 
AOT is also working to incorporate Leave No Trace principles into the everyday operations of the 
agency. As the partnership develops, the Leave No Trace Center and AOT will collaborate on further 
outreach, implementation and training of sustainable tourism messaging statewide.  

### 
Media Contacts:  
Ailsa Walsh, Leave No Trace: ailsa@LNT.org 
Josh Coddington, AOT: (480) 438-4700 jcoddington@tourism.az.gov.  
 
About the Leave No Trace Center for Outdoor Ethics 
The Leave No Trace Center for Outdoor Ethics is a Colorado-based, national 501(c)(3), nonprofit organization 
dedicated to protecting the environment by teaching people to enjoy it responsibly. The Leave No Trace Center 
has delivered educational programs in the United States and internationally since 1994. Leave No Trace works 
to educate, build partnerships, conduct research on best practices, and empower volunteerism. The Leave No 
Trace Center for Outdoor Ethics provides a foundation to build a nationwide outdoor ethic of critical importance 
— for now and for the future: www.LNT.org www.facebook.com/LeaveNoTraceCenter or on Instagram through 
@LeaveNoTraceCenter. 
 
About the Arizona Office of Tourism 
The Arizona Office of Tourism works to strengthen and grow Arizona's economy through travel and tourism 
promotion, positioning Arizona as the leading tourism destination for domestic and international travelers. 
Tourism is a key industry that provides positive economic impacts to every community, city and county across 
the state. 
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